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To My Dear Residents;  
The month of March always makes me think of 

Ireland, The Emerald Isle.  I think this is not only 
because we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this month, but 
often things do start becoming green again in this part 
of Massachusetts during the month of March.  I am 
hopeful that will be true this year! 

If you have been to Ireland you know there is 
much folklore and some belief about pixies, fairies, 
elves, and other wee folks who make mischief, merry, 
and magic happen.  The lush green of their forests can 
make you believe wee folk have houses set up right before your eyes. 

I think it is fun to imagine there might be wee folk about helping to make 
our days merrier.  Even if there are not “wee folk” I hope you have many 
people you can count on to make your life merrier.  I’m sure many are family, 
and I hope at least some are other residents and the staff of Pond Home.   
  
 Thanks for reading,  
 
 

Becky Annis, Administrator 
 

March Birthday 
 
Please be sure to wish the following resident a Happy Birthday:  

  
 
 9th ~ Roger Mitchell 
 
 

 
 



Resident Spotlight: 
 

 This month’s spotlighted 
resident is Rita Drumm.  Rita 
moved from The Community at 
Pond Meadow to Pond Home in 
November.   

She was born and brought up 
in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.  She 
was the fifth Byrne girl, with a 
younger brother soon to come 
along.  Her father worked for GE 
and walked to and from work each 
day.  Rita says you could tell time 
by his coming and going!  They 
were a close family who loved to sing, harmonize, and several of her siblings 
had the talent of being able to play the piano by ear.  She graduated from 
Pittsfield High School in 1948 and headed off to the big city of Boston for an 
apprentice program run by Beth Israel Hospital to become an x-ray technician.  
She says when she was younger some of her older sisters left for Washington, 
DC for secretarial positions, so she thought if they could do it she could too.  
She probably didn’t sow too many wild oats, as she first lived at Our Lady’s 
Guild House, located in Kenmore Square.  While there she met a girl from 
Brockton, who she became friends with, and spent the summer at her family 
home.  They used to commute with a man from Brockton.  His wife contracted 
polio and he would visit her at Children’s Hospital until 8:00pm when visiting 
hours ended.  Rita and her friend had extra time to spend in the city.  They 
would often go to South Station and watch the variety of people and new 
immigrants coming into the city for the first time.  Rita found it fascinating.   

After completing the one year apprentice program Rita took a job as an x-
ray technician in Cambridge, New York where she lived in a boarding house.  
She remained there for about 9 months and then took a position with a doctor in 
Pittsfield.  She stayed there for about a year and ½ until she got a position at 
Fairview Hospital in Great Barrington, MA.   

She met her future husband, Donald, on a blind date set up by a nurse 
who worked with her at the hospital.  He had just returned from serving in the 
Navy, and they hit it off right away.  Donald and his father had a business 



painting and wallpapering. His family consisted of five boys and one girl, just 
the opposite of Rita’s!   

They dated for a few years before marrying on August 29, 1954.  They 
bought a home in Great Barrington and that is where they raised their six 
children.  They had Stephen, who now lives in Maryland, Kathleen who lives in 
Hartford, CT, James who lives in Texas, Diane who lives in Wrentham, 
Veronica who lives in Milford, and Patricia who lives in Halifax.  They are a 
very close knit family and now Rita also has thirteen grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren.   

Rita continued to work at Fairview Hospital after the youngest headed off 
to kindergarten.  Like her father, she also could easily walk to work through a 
small path in the woods behind their home.  She enjoyed being an x-ray 
technician because she got to meet so many people.  She remembers the 
hospital was a nice place to work.   

She is a devote Catholic and taught Catechism for many years.  She 
laughs remembering that she once had a third grade class who she had write out 
the Apostles’ Creed.  Not being a teacher, she didn’t realize how much she was 
expecting of these 9 year olds, but she recalls they all did it.   

Don passed away in 1996.  Rita made the decision to move to The 
Community at Pond Meadow and was one of the original occupants when it 
opened up in 1999-2000.  She enjoyed playing bridge and participating in the 
other activities held at Pond Meadow.  She remained happily there until she 
moved to Pond Home in late 2017.   

She shares that she is pleasantly surprised with how much she loves living 
at Pond Home now.  She loves the food, people, activities, and way of life.  We 
love that this woman with a sparkle in her eye has joined our home.   

 
 Employee Spotlight 
This month’s spotlighted employee is Kim Marcin.  Her smiling face first 
graced Pond Home on November 23, 1982.  She had just moved from 
Okinawa, Japan where she was born Kiyomi Nakadakari.  What brought her to 
the United States and Pond Home almost 36 years ago?  It was a G.I. Joe!  To 
be exact it was a tall, blond, handsome Marine named Joseph Marcin that 
caught her eye.  They dated in Japan, were married there, came to the U. S. in 
April of 1982, had another wedding here and have been living happily in 
Wrentham ever since.   Kim says the staff and residents of Pond Home 
welcomed her, helped her to adjust to her new home, and taught her the 
American culture.  She says, “Pond Home is like a family to me.” 



She has always worked in the Kitchen, as a Diet Aid and as a Cook when 
needed.  She enjoys her daily conversation with the residents and their stories.  
With this position she has met and loved many wonderful people through the 
years.  She and Joe have three children, a daughter Miaki, and two sons, Joseph 
and Ken.  When they were young she brought 
them by to visit with the residents.  She wanted to 
teach them the importance of respect and kindness 
towards our elders, and Pond Home was the 
perfect place to do that.  Kim has three 
grandchildren, two twin girls and a two year old 
grandson.   
Kim and Joe have joined the ranks of motorcycle 
owners and enjoy seeking out the U.S.’s hidden 
treasures.  They traveled the East Coast during a 
vacation and are planning a future trip to the West 
Coast by motorcycle.  Kim appreciates any 
suggestions on places you might recommend they 
stop along the way or hidden treasures you know 
of.  She loves being a grandmother and regularly 
helps with her grandchildren’s care.  The twins are 
now eleven and keep grandma on the move! 
 
Activity Highlights for March  
 
 On the 1st Protestant Church service will be held at 10:00 
 
Entertainer Tony D’ will play the accordion on the 2nd       
     
We will take a trip to the Fiske Library on the 7th for an Irish event  
 
On the 8th we will have our annual First Responder’s Breakfast.  Please come 
by after your breakfast to visit with Wrentham’s Fire Department, Police 
Department, and Department of Public Works, all town services that support 
those of us living and working at Pond Home 
 
The LEO Club will head out on the 13th to eat at Mick Morgan’s Pub 
 



Also on the 13th come experience a Drum Circle from the United Church in 
Walpole 
 
On the 15th Resident Council will be held at 10:00  
 
Check out Bill Jones, a new entertainer for us, on the 16th at 4:00  
 
On the 17th we will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day with Irish Step Dancers 
from Showcase Dance Productions at 1:00pm 
 
On the 19th Catholic Mass will be held at 10:30  
 
On the 20th join the presentation by Art Matters  
 
Be sure to sign up with Fran if you would like to join the field trip to the 
Attleboro Art Museum Flower Show.  This will take place on the 22nd leaving 
at 10:00am  
 
Hollis will be in to entertain on the 27th          
 
Medication Management 
Part of the service we provide at Pond Home is oversight for your medical 
needs.  This includes medication management and distribution.  For this reason 
we must know all medications you are taking, even over the counter 
medications or supplements. If you are considering purchasing or taking any 
over the counter medications please consult with our nursing staff and your 
primary care provider so we can make sure they will be safe for you. 
 
 Just for fun 
Paul Dragon, one of our newer residents who recently joined us from The 
Community at Pond Meadow, is known for his entertaining stories.  Here are a 
few he shared. 
 
A minister visited small children in his church because he wanted to find out 
what they knew about Easter.   
One boy raised his hand and said, “That’s when everyone gets candy, flowers, 
and Valentines.” 
“No, no,” the minister gently rebuked, “That’s St. Valentine’s Day.” 



A little girl offered, “That’s when everyone wears green, eats corned beef, 
dances a jig, and drinks green beer.” 
The minister replied, “No, that’s St. Patrick’s Day.” 
Finally, a slightly older boy told the minister this story:  “Long ago Jesus was 
crucified by some bad people.  After he was dead, his followers and family 
took down his body from the cross and put it in a deep cave and shoved a big 
boulder in front of it.  On Easter, Jesus woke up, removed the boulder and …” 
“Yes, yes,” the minister encouraged. 
Then Jesus stepped out into the sunshine and said, ‘Doggone, six more weeks 
of winter!” 
 
A boy and a girl broom were stored together in a broom closet, where they got 
along well.  One day the girl broom shyly said, “Dear, we are going to have a 
little whisk broom.” 
The boy broom thought carefully and then replied, “That’s not possible- we 
never swept together!” 
 

 



Pond Home 2017 
Annual Fund Drive Donors 

The Board of Trustees, employees, and residents of Pond Home wish to 
thank the individuals and companies named below who generously 
donated to our 2017 Annual Fund Drive: 
 
 
 
 

Benefactors ($1,000 or above) 
 

Thomas Crocker 
Stephanie Hamel 
Marilyn Sutcliffe 

 
 
 

1899 Club ($500-$999) 
 

Cynthia McCabe 
Bruce Swanson 

 
 
 

Founders ($250 - $499) 
 

Cynthia Burns 
Heritage Healthcare Services, Inc. 

John F. Keefe M.D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on next page 

 



Pond Home 2017 
Annual Fund Drive Donors (continued) 

 
Sponsors   ($100-$249)  
  
Rebecca & Scott Annis Anthony & Donna Anzivino 
Susan J Babin BREO, Inc. - Bruce Hamlin 
John & Susan Connelly Virginia Coppola 
Bruce & Susan Corbett June & Robert D’Errico 
Carol & John Devendorf Karen & Paul Discullo 
Mr. John A. Dodge FM Global Foundation 
Eleanor Foley Judith Friend 
Alan Grigsby Daniel Huyett 
Anita & Ronald Lestan James & Stephanie Loer 
Martha & Victoria Mahony John & Jane Michelmore 
Dr. Sharon Mullane Stuart Nall 
Peter & Sandra Nangeroni Thomas & Sharon Nery 
Jeffrey & Mary Lee Peterson Rodman Ford 
Patricia & Tom Romanus Kathleen Smith 
Joan & Vincent Squitieri Barbara Sullivan 
D.L. Sullivan Rabonna Wills 
  
  
Friends ($50-99)  
  
Patricia & Bruce Bader Jane Bergen 
Janet Lee Baxter Carmela & Francesco Gioioso 
Bruce & Patricia Hainsworth Gerald & Jeanne Kerzner 
Katherine Pember Joyce Annis & Ted Takas 
Peter Tullock Russell Tupper 
Nellie Domina & Lynne Wassel Timothy Walsh 
Barry & Jane Young  
  
Supporters  ($1-$49)  
  
Mr. & Mrs. R. George Angulo Patricia & Ronald Bishop 
Donna Caya Jane Finnegan 
Janet Haynes Marybeth Hopkins 
Barbara Lowell Eileen Troland 
Frankie Williams Roberta & Phillip Williams 
 


