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To My Dear Residents; 

Remember, each day you choose,
Be the drop of rain,

Or the ray of sunshine!

Speaking  of  sunshine  be  sure  to  dress  and  prep  for  it,  when  you  go
outside.  Hats and sunglasses are not just stylish accessories, they protect your
eyes and skin from sun damage.  Wearing sunscreen is a must if you are going
to be outside in the sun for 10 or more minutes.  If you need assistance please
ask for help from the staff here.  If you need a spare hat Fran in Activities has a
few to share.  

This is the time of year to get out and enjoy our beautiful weather.  Pond
Home has plenty of places to get outside and enjoy the great outdoors.  We
have Blooming Corner,  with its  lovely water feature,  the patio off  the main
dining room, the covered patio off the first floor supportive nursing section, and
now the bird viewing area in back of the building.  So get outside and explore!

Thanks for reading, 

Becky Annis, Administrator



June Birthdays
Please be sure to wish the following residents a Happy Birthday: 

 

12th ~ Ann Stockwell
13th ~ Paul Dragon
24th~ Helen Robbins
 

Resident Spotlight
George Jussaume moved to Pond Home in January, at the beginning of

this year.  He was the youngest child of four, born in Lowell, MA.  He had a
brother and two sisters.  He was the youngest by five years, which may have
encouraged his lifetime passion for being a joker and having fun with people.  

He attended the Catholic all-boys school, Ste. Jeanne d’Arc through 8th

grade.  He then went on to Lowell High School.   His father owned several
rental properties, which were white homes with green shutters.  George recalls
painting so many green shutters during summer breaks!  When he wasn’t busy
going to school or working it was a safe bet he was deep sea fishing or surf
fishing, passions he loved.  

After high school graduation George decided he didn’t want to take his
chances on the draft so he began investigating the different options he had with
each branch of service.  Because of his love of the water he first looked into the
Navy.  They would not commit to the type of work they would do until after he
completed basic training.   He was told by the Air Force recruiter he spoke with
that  they  had  the  best  schools,  but  again  they  would  not  commit  to  what
assignment he would have after attending the best schools.  

One evening while he and his parents were eating supper a Recruiting
Army Sergeant  called and told George he was looking to  recruit  him for  a
position that would be responsible for listening and reporting.  George agreed
to meet with the Sergeant the next morning and signed up for the Army that
day.   That is how George found himself going to basic training in New Jersey
at Fort Dix and eventually overseas to Frankfurt, Germany in 1952.  He was in
the  Cipher  Unit  and  spent  the  next  28  months  listening,  deciphering,  and
reporting.  



When  he  returned  to  the  states,  he  attended  Lowell  Technological
Institute.  While he was in school there, working towards his Civil Engineering
degree, the school became the University of Lowell.  Due to this change in
status, he was able to earn both an Associate’s Degree and Bachelor’s Degree in
Civil  Engineering.   He  also  earned  minors  in  Environmental  and  Water
Resources.  University of Lowell has since had another transformation and is
now UMass Lowell.  

One night at a dance he saw two German women talking with each other.
One was a knock-out, so he practiced his best invitation to dance in German.
He got up his courage, walked over and said, “Excuse me please, would you
like to dance?”

The knockout, responded in perfect English, “Help me off this couch!”
This beautiful woman turned out to be Ingeborg, or Inga for short.  She

had  been  employed  as  a  domestic  for  the  German  Consulate’s  family  in
Germany.  When he was transferred to Boston she came over on a diplomatic

passport.   On  their  second  date
they went to Mass together.  Inga
invited  him  over  for  breakfast
following  Mass.   After  they  ate
George offered to wash the dishes
if she dried them.

Inga  asked,  “Will  all
American men wash dishes?”

George  replied,  “Well  this
one does.”

Inga said, “Well, I like this
one.”

That,  and  proof  that  he
could say The Apostles Creed in
Latin  secured  the  romance.
George  believes  he  was  Inga’s
first  and  last  boyfriend.   They
married and had three sons; Lars,
Erik, and Mark.  They raised their
family in Lowell.  

When  asked  about  hobbies
George  shares  his  married
hobbies  were  his  sons.   He



remembers helping with Little League teams and encouraging Lars and Erik to
practice on their respective instruments, the accordion and the trumpet.  He also
took them to German Saturday School at Boston University for years.  Both
Lars and Erik are fluent in German.  His youngest son Mark seemed to be
developing typically, but at about two years old was diagnosed with Autism.
That added a new and unexpected challenge to their family life as Mark became
non-verbal and at times had very challenging behaviors.  

Lars  is  a  Chemical  Engineer  and  lives  in  Belgium.   Despite  the
geographic distance, Lars and George speak daily via Facetime.  Erik and his
wife Deborah live in Norfolk, along with George’s three grandchildren, Lauren,
Lindsey, and Brett.  Erick is a Financial Planner.  Much to George’s happiness,
Mark has developed many skills over the years and lives in a group home close
by.  

George  worked  in  a  variety  of  positions,  using  his  Civil  Engineering
education.   He  consulted  for  the  Massachusetts  Water  Resource  Authority,
Harvard and MIT, worked with the city of Manchester, NH on several projects
and eventually stayed for years working as the Civil Engineer for the City of
Cambridge.  He eventually retired from the municipality.  He is a proud Life
Member of the American Society of Civil Engineers.  

George and Inga enjoyed 24 years of marriage before she died at age 54
from breast cancer.  The last seven years of their marriage George was working
on his Masters in Civil Engineering and Construction Project Management at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute.  

Five  years  later  he  met  Patricia,  a  Clinical  Nurse  who  lived  in
Chelmsford.  After dating for some time one evening, while picking up Chinese
take-out,  Pat  proposed to  him.   He happily  accepted,  feeling lucky to have
found love for the second time.  Before marrying Pat, he had been considering
beginning work for his doctorate in Civil Engineering at University of Lowell.
After they married he said, ‘Pat is my doctorate’.

He and Patricia sold their homes and moved to Florida.  First they lived in
Boynton Beach, and later Port Orange.  They enjoyed 15 years of marriage
before Pat died at age 75 of Melanoma.  

Four years later George returned to Massachusetts buying a condominium
in Northborough.  He lived there until moving to Pond Home.   

He  enjoys  reading,  being  outdoors,  staying  healthy,  and  visiting  with
people.  If the weather is nice you will find him outside walking the property.
He has written three books for family; one a biography of his father, a second



on family history, and one about his time in the Army.  He also wrote his 371
page thesis for his Masters in Civil Engineering.

It is a pleasure to have this engaging man part of our residence at Pond
Home.  

 
Employee Spotlight

Charlie  Whitmarsh  started working at  Pond Home on November 22,
1999.  This was just after we had broken ground for The Community at Pond
Meadow,  our  independent  living,  and  Charlie  was  hired  as  Maintenance
Assistant, dividing his work between both properties.  

Once Pond Meadow construction was completed, he became the full time
Maintenance  person at  Pond Meadow.   You will  occasionally  see  him here
assisting with projects or when he is on call at night or over a weekend.  

 Charlie grew up in Wrentham with four
older sisters.  His father was a mechanic
from  Norwood  who  repaired
Volkswagen  Bugs  and  his  mother  was
from Jamaica  Plains  and loved to  play
BINGO!  

He now lives back in the house he
grew up in, which he purchased from his
mother years  ago.   He lives there with
Deb Mullen, (his companion of 30 years)
and their 20 year old son Justin.  He also
has  a  step-daughter,  Crystal.   He  has
remodeled  the  house  and  has  a  small

farm.  His farm currently includes chickens and a goat named Reeses.  
He has always had unusual pets.  As a kid he had a monkey who ran away

and got  into Serenity Hill  Nursing Home.  Most  people  who know Charlie
know he  loves  jokes,  but  he  does have  the  newspaper  article  to  prove  this
monkey business!  For many years now he has had a large talking bird, an
Umbrella  Cockatoo  named Sydney.   He  frequently  says,  ‘What  you  doing,
Sydney’s a good boy, say Hi to Sydney, and Justin, Justin’!   The antics of
Sydney have been entertaining and annoying to family and friends over the
years.  Currently when a car comes into the driveway Sydney announces, “Get
the door!

 When not making sure things are running smoothly at Pond Meadow,
Charlie likes to buy homes and fix them up as well as collect antiques.  He



particularly enjoys collecting toys and old porcelain signs from gas stations,
etc.  This time of year he enjoys gardening, taking a dip in the pool, smoking
ribs in his smoker, and having cookouts, as long as he can do the cooking in the
shade.  

We are glad he is a part of making sure things look and run well on our
campus.  

Activity Highlights for June 

On the 4th at 3:00pm we are having farm visits in Blooming Corner
 
Join the outing to the Wrentham Senior Center on the 6th at 11:30 for a Pizza 
party 

Protestant Church service will be held on the 7th at 11am
 
On the 10th at 5:30pm we will take the bus to the first of the season Concerts on
the Common to enjoy the live music and festive atmosphere of our towns 
beautiful common
  
On the 12th at 2:00pm Piano player Jim will be here for the sing-along

Peter P. will be here to play guitar on the 15th at 4:00pm

Catholic Mass will be held on the 18th at 10:30am    

The first of what will be regular visits from the ice cream truck, during the 
season will happen on the 19th at 3:00pm

On the 22ND Gary Leanus will entertain at 4:00pm
 

Medication Management

Part of the service we provide at Pond Home is oversight for your medical 
needs.  This includes medication management and distribution.  For this reason 
we must know all medications you are taking, even over the counter 
medications or supplements. If you are considering purchasing or taking any 
over the counter medications please consult with our nursing staff and your 
primary care provider so we can make sure they will be safe for you.



Renovation & Expansion
How perfect  that  George has his  Master’s  Degree in  Civil  Engineering and
Construction Project Management as we are about to begin a small construction
project of our own.  It will include a renovation and expansion of the first floor
nurses’ station  as  well  as  adding  a  resident  lounge  area  that  looks  out  on
Blooming Corner.  I like to say we are taking the nurse’s station from 1960 to
2020!  Three nursing section rooms will also get much needed upgrades making
it easier for staff to provide the type of care that is needed for those of you in
that section of the building.  We anticipate the project will begin this summer.
We have had lots of behind the scenes activity happening in preparation for it.
It  includes  working  with  an  architect  on  design,  getting  approval  from the
Department of Public Health for the design, getting approval from the town of
Wrentham, and going through the construction bid process.  As a firm time line
becomes  apparent,  I  will  be  certain  to  keep  you  posted.   We  expect  once
construction begins it will take approximately 5 months to complete.  



Architect’s rendering of the new Nurse’s station
Architect’s rendering of the new resident lounge area

Here is a view from another angle showing the hallway entrance


