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To My Dear Residents; 
With colder weather on its way our construction crew from JJ Welch is

working hard to get everything buttoned up and ready to move the work inside.
That means we who live or work at Pond Home will be seeing more of the
impact of construction in ‘our’ space.  There will be necessary inconveniences
to get to the end of this construction project.

It is time to keep “our eye on the prize”- the prize being:
 a more functional  work  area for  our  nursing  staff and the

many support staff who provide on-site medical care, 
 improvements to 4 nursing section rooms (with the addition

of one room),
 a refresh to the entire first  floor  from front  door  to living

room doorway and onto the first floor east wing Supportive
Nursing Section.   

I ask for your continued patience and good humor as we work towards
these prizes.  

Thanks for reading, 

     
Becky Annis, Administrator

October Birthday
Please be sure to wish the following residents a Happy Birthday: 

 

5th ~ Jane Walsh
24th ~ Barbara Hall
30th ~ Wilson Santini



Resident Spotlight
This  month’s  spotlighted  resident  is

Edna Harnish Kelly.   She was  born  and
grew  up  in  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  but
has  fond  memories  of  summers  spent  on
Long  Island  Sound.   Her  uncle  was  the
caretaker of Cedar Island Light  House and
she got to live on the island over summer
vacation and help once she made it  to the
ripe old age of six years old!  She clearly
recalls the summer she was five years old,
being very jealous of her older brother who
got  to  go  without  her.   Despite  this
temporary  jealousy,  she  and  her  brother
remained very close and spoke daily on the
phone until he passed away in 2016.  

She has a very strong memory of her 
father taking her out in the yard in 
Pawtucket late one night to see the Aurora 
Borealis, the Northern Lights.  Now you 
would have to venture much farther into the
country to see them without light pollution. 

She also remembers one year getting coal and wood in her stocking at 
Christmas because she had been bad.  She said her dad was strict, but it was her
sweet mother who followed through on this threat!  It was effective, as it did 
not happen again.  

Edna  first  met  Earl  Kelly  when  she  was  12  year’s  old.   Her  first
impression was that he was annoying.  He used to pull her hair when he sat
behind her at the theatre.  When asked what made her change her mind about
Earl, she says, “I got older!”

She and Earl married when Edna was just 18 years old.  She gave birth to
her first son, Earl Jr. just before Edna turned 20.  Earl, who they nicknamed
Dennis,  was President  of  Bristol  County  Savings  Bank.   He is  now retired
living  in  Attleboro.   Their  second  son  Craig  arrived  18  months  later.   He
worked  for  the  Providence  Journal  for  many  years  and  later  the  City  of
Pawtucket.  He now is retired and lives in Pawtucket.  Edna shares that even
though she was not 



Cedar Island Light House Long Island Sound, NY

blessed with daughters her two daughter-in-laws Michelle and Mary Ann fill
the gap nicely.

Edna’s father was a machinist for General Cable Corporation.  When her
father was diagnosed with Cancer, Edna uprooted her young family to help her
mother take care of him.  She and her family moved back in with her parents in
the home Edna grew up in.  Her mother continued to work at her job at a local
box making company to support the family.  Her father passed away at age 52.
Edna’s maternal grandmother also lived in the home.  She passed away one
month later.  

Earl served in the Conservation Core and then the Army during WWII.
He was first stationed in Iceland training in preparation for D-Day.   He was
there  in  Normandy,  France during D-Day.   He returned to  Rhode Island in
August 1945.  He and Edna married in November of 1945.

It was a tough time to find civilian jobs in New England, so the family
moved to Hawthorn, California; 19 miles south of Los Angeles.  They remained
there for seven years when Edna and Earl became concerned about how their
community was being influenced by drug trafficking.  They returned to New
England, buying a home in Seekonk, MA.  At this point Edna began working in
various  businesses  as  a  secretary.   At  one  point  when  she  worked  for
Cumberland Engineering her son Dennis spent a summer working there as well.

They  remained  in  Seekonk  twenty  years,  until  they  built  a  home  in
Attleboro and moved there.  Unfortunately, Earl became ill and died just a year



later.  Edna remained in the home they built for many years after spending lots
of time with “Scooter”, her Wheaton Terrier rescue dog she had for 14 years.  

Edna volunteered running support groups at LaSalette and for Hospice.
She said the patients loved to hear her Scooter stories.  

After Scooter passed, she adopted two cats, as she had cats growing up.
One, named Bino, is still alive today living the good life in Vermont with her
niece.   

To cut down on yard work Edna made a move to Sand Castle Estates, a
modular 55+ community in South Attleboro.  She remained there for 9 years.  

At one point Edna became very ill.  She was living at Christopher Heights
Assisted Living in Attleboro and began clearing lots of things out.  She gave
away many things, but since proved the doctors who gave her 2 -4 weeks to
live wrong.  She actually moved from a Hospice House to Pond Home because
she did not pass away within the two-week span that was anticipated!  That was
in March of 2018.  Now, seven months later she is enjoying the second chance
life has given her.

She is probably the most ‘connected’ resident we have had living at Pond
Home.  You can often find her in her room or in Blooming Corner reading on
her Kindle or Kindle Fire.  Or maybe she is catching up with family, friends,
and Bino her cat via Facebook on her ipad or lap top.  She used to Skype with
Bino, but found it was too upsetting for the cat who would hear her voice and
search for her.  She also has a cell phone to connect with family and friends
who prefer to hear her voice.  

This love of electronics is funny as she has always been attracted to the
Amish way of life, but not the ‘no electricity’ part.  She has made many trips to
the  Lancaster  area  of  Pennsylvania.   Her  room  is  full  of  beautiful  scenes
depicting different events in the world of the Amish.  Her home was furnished
with furniture made by the Amish as well.  

In addition to reading and staying connected with family and friends she
remains  a  true  animal  lover.   She  always  makes  a  point  of  joining  in  our
activities that have animals involved.  She gets regular visits from Patches, the
house cat as well.  She also enjoys the outdoors. 

Edna’s family has grown.  Both sons married wonderful women and she
has three grandchildren and six great grandchildren.  

We are happy Pond Home could provide Edna with a home and thrilled
she is now with us long enough to venture out and become a part of the full
community.  

 



Employee Spotlight
This  month’s  spotlighted employee  is  Domingas  Vaz,  who has  been a

Certified Nursing Assistant at Pond Home since September 2017.  She moved
to the United States in 2008.  She is from Cape Verde, a small island country
off of Africa.  When she arrived in the United States she quickly began English
lessons.  Now, in addition to English she can speak Portuguese and Spanish.  

She recalls her adjustment to the U.S. wasn’t easy when she first arrived,
especially her first winter here.  She didn’t have a license and could not yet
work.  Once she got the proper papers she attended school to be trained as a
Certified Nursing Assistant.  She also got her permit and started to feel more
independence.  

Since she began working, she and her
husband have saved money and bought  a
house  of  their  own  in  East  Providence,
Rhode  Island.   She  is  continuing  her
schooling as well.  She is not sure what she
might want to do in the future, but wants to
have enough education for whatever comes
next.  

She finds Pond Home a nice place to
work  because  the  residents  and  her  co-
workers  are  friendly.   She  feels  she  is
treated  with  respect  by her  employer  and
finds everyone works as a team.  She takes
pride in helping ease the residents’ lives by
assisting them.  

She  is  a  mother  of  three  children,
Axel 19, Mayra 15, and Nelson 8.  She has
a wonderful husband, Tony, who works in
the construction field building homes.  She
says he is always there for his family.  They
have  been  together  for  18  years  and
married for 8.  

She  enjoys  traveling,  especially  to
Europe.  This year they went on a family vacation to Holland.  She also enjoys
listening to music and reading, but only if the book is a good one!

We are happy to have Domingas as part of the Pond Home team.  She is
always there with a ready smile and happy to assist as needed.  



Activity Highlights for October

On the 3rd gather in the Living room for apple tasting at 11:30am 

Protestant Church Services will take place on the 4th at 10am 

On the 9th at 2:00pm come enjoy the sounds of “Life Is Short” a quartet
    
Entertainer/ Chuck Dee will be here on the 12th at 4:00      
  
Catholic Mass will take place on the 15th at 10:30     

Jim the piano player will be here on the 16th at 2:00        

We look forward to another visit from the Golden Opportunities Dogs and their 
owner/trainers on the 17th at 10:45     

The LEO Club will be going to Bass Pro Shop’s Café for lunch on the 23rd      
  
Also on the 23rd at 2:00pm Jim piano player will be here to entertain

On the 24th at 11:00am Hollis entertains
 
On the 26th plan to see some cute kids in costume when the Mothers of 
Foxboro/Norfolk/Wrentham children’s parade comes to Pond Home
 
On the 31st get in the Halloween spirit by dressing up if you like, voting on 
your favorite employee costume and joining in the Senior Center Halloween 
pizza party

Geri fit, our new exercise program run by a Physical Therapist is running every
Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00am  

Flu Vaccines



Soon we will be offering flu vaccines to all residents and staff.  Nursing will let 
you know when we will schedule to give them.  We encourage all residents and 
employees to take advantage of the vaccine as it will help protect your health.

New Medicare Cards
Those of you who previously had a Medicare card issued using your social 
security number will now be getting a new one issued with a random number 
for improved protection of your private information.  Be sure to let the front 
office make a copy.  

Second Floor has a new puzzle table.  Stop by and add a piece. 

Heat One Day/Air Conditioning the next

It is that funny weather time in New England.  One day it is shorts and ice 
cream weather and the next soup and fleece.  Each room has a room air 



conditioner in it so you can decide how cool you want it on any given day.  
Each room also has a thermostat for the heating system so that you can control 
the temperature of your space.  Our heat system automatically becomes 
available to you when the outside temperature dips below 65 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  If you do not want the heat to come on in your room you can turn 
the thermostat off until you need it.     We have already had a few night when 
having heat was a pleasant thing, but then the days get warmer and you don’t 
need it.  
We don’t advise having the air conditioner on with windows open or the heat 
running (or all 3).  We also suggest, when making changes to the level of heat, 
you should adjust the thermostat in small increments.  
If you need assistance controlling your room temperature just ask staff to help.  

Patches watching the painters


