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To My Dear Residents; 
Just a month ago we were celebrating the start of our construction project

and now it feels like we are in the thick of things.  In September they will begin
interior work on the new addition.  This will impact space and accessibility in
the hallway near the nursing station for a week or two.  Believe it or not, to
make more hallway space (one of the eventual outcomes of this project) in the
area near the nurse’s station we temporarily need to have less hallway space.
So, the hallway will get thinner for a short while.  I promise to make certain
you know when this will be happening when the date is firmed up.  At that time
we will need to limit the number of people utilizing the area impacted during
this temporary time period.  

Thanks for reading, 

     Becky Annis, Administrator

September Birthday
Please be sure to wish the following resident a Happy Birthday: 

 

29th ~ Millie Potter

Resident Spotlight
This month’s spotlighted resident is Florence Lockwood.  Florence was 

born in Norwood, Massachusetts on May 15th 1916.  She will happily tell 
anyone who would like to listen that she is 102. She was the youngest of 9 
brothers and sisters in the Gorman Family.  Due to the age spread of she and 



her siblings, which was 19 years, some of her nephews were already alive when
she was born.  When she was a young girl she went to school in the Norwood 
public schools but moved to Roslindale to be closer to Boston and her “job”.  
More about that job a little later.  

From a very early age Florence loved to dance and she was very good at
it.   At the tender age of three she was named Norwood’s best child dancer.
Seems she had always been on toe.  This dubious award did not come without
challenges.  This was in the early years of The Depression, and her parents saw
a financial opportunity.  Her parents put a small dance studio in the attic of the
family house and every day after school she was sent up there to practice.  Like
any teenager, Florence didn’t always want to do what her parents wanted her to
do.  She shares with a laugh, that at times she ‘faked’ it, by just jumping around
on the floor above her parents’ heads so they would think she was working
hard!  She must have only done that occasionally because she worked on her
spins and became very good at them.  

At  about  14  years  old  at  the  start  of  The  Depression,  Florence  was
discovered by Gae Foster who hired her for her first job with The Metropolitan
Theater, today known as the Wang Theater.  She was hired to do specialties.  As
Florence was not only a skilled dancer, but an acrobat as well she often was
asked to perform on the sidewalk before the event to gather people and spark

some  interest  in  the  show.
These  performances  got  her
a  little  extra  money  which
pleased her mother.

Gae  Foster  got  an
opportunity for work in New
York  City.   She  asked
Florence to go with her as a
Roxyette  Girl.   Florence
agreed  and  off  she  went  to
New York.   She  worked  at
the  Roxy  Theater  which
paired  a  movie  with  a  live
show.  Shortly after the move
to  NYC  the  Roxyettes
moved  over  to  join  the
Rockettes  who  were  newly
formed  from  a  group  of



dancers from Missouri.  There were many happy memories made there for the
three years she was dancing in New York but she decided to walk away when a
trip home confirmed that she and her mom just missed each other too much.

 She returned to Boston and started the Florence Gorman’s Dance Studio
in Roslindale.  She helped many young girls get a start to the joys of dancing.
While home she frequented all the dance halls around Boston.  The Raymor-
Playmor Ballroom in Boston was one of her favorites.  Her girlfriend at the
time had her eye on a fella but needed a date for his friend.  The friend turned
out to be Claude Lockwood who was from Michigan.  Claude’s company sent
him out east to run another branch of their company.  She and Claude hit it off
and after that, her dance card was closed.

They married on June 7th 1942 and lived in Roslindale.  They had a son
Claude Jr, whom they nicknamed Skipper.  They moved to Westwood and 8
years after their son was born they had a daughter Elizabeth whom they called
Betty.  In 1956 the family moved to Norwood and resided there until  2000
when she and Claude moved to the Community at Pond Meadow in Wrentham.

While the children were in school Florence worked as a waitress at Mary
Hartigan’s Restaurant in Dedham.  She and a few of her sisters worked there for
many  years.   Her  son  Skip  excelled  in  baseball  and  by  the  time  he  was
graduating  from Catholic  Memorial  High  School,  he  was  being  scouted  by
most major league teams.  He signed with the Kansas City Athletics in 1964.
With some of his bonus money he opened a Laundromat in Norwood.  She and
her husband Claude ran the Laundromat until the late 1970’s.  Florence handled
things during the day and Claude at night.  After the laundry closed retirement

didn’t  seem  like  an  option  for
Florence, so she went to work as a
short  order  cook for  a  few of  the
cafeterias  of  local  business  in  the
area.

In  1992  Florence  made  her
first  trip  to  Disneyworld  to
celebrate  her  50th wedding
anniversary with Claude and had so
much fun that they returned in 2002
to  celebrate  their  60th anniversary.
Florence  was  the  daredevil  that



went on all the high thrills rides while the rest of the family enjoyed waving to
her from the ground.   

Florence has 5 grandchildren Meghan, Maura, Kara, Casey and Erin.  She
has 4 great  grandchildren Layla,  Holden,  Finn and little  Florence,  who was
named after her and is 100 years and 6 months younger.    

Florence moved from The Community at Pond Meadow to Pond Home in
June of this year.  One of the “draws” to Pond Home for Florence was Patches, 
our cat.  Florence loves animals, especially kitties.  If Patches is missing check 
her room, she will most likely be rubbing his belly!

Employee Spotlight
This month’s highlighted employee is

Lee Arietta, our Social Worker.  She began
her part-time position at Pond Home in May
2018.   Lee  and  her  husband  Tom  Lehan
have  been  married  31  years.   They  met
when  both  worked  together  at  Wrentham
Developmental  Center.  He  was  a
Psychologist and Lee was a Social Worker.
Tom  often  jokes  that  Lee  asked  him  out
first.  

Lee and Tom have lived in Wrentham
since 1995, so Lee has an easy commute.
They have an adult  daughter Kim, who is
29  and  lives  in  Jamaica  Plain.  After  Kim
graduated  from  Boston  University,  she
joined the Peace Corps and lived in Senegal
Africa for 2 ½ years.  Kim now works for
the Federal Government in Boston.   

Lee  has  a  sister  in  Eugene,  Oregon,
where she lives with her husband and dogs.
Tom’s 6 brothers and sisters grew up in Foxboro, and continue to live in the
area. She has 13 nieces, and nephews, and 3 great nieces!

Lee grew up in Wayne, New Jersey and moved to Maine to attend the
University of New England after graduating High School.   After graduating
college she came to Framingham, Ma and began her first job as a direct care
staff  at  the Wrentham Developmental  Center  in  1977.   After  three  years  in
various positions she decided to return to graduate school. Since Lee had never



explored the mid-west she decided to attend the University of Nebraska. Where
she lived in Clarinda, Iowa (the birthplace of Glen Miller) and had a small
homestead with chickens, goats and a large vegetable garden. 

Due to the lack of jobs in Iowa, Lee returned to Wrentham in 1983, and
worked  again  at  the  Wrentham  Developmental  Center  as  a  Social  Worker.
Since her return, she has worked in a variety of settings including: Alternatives
Unlimited,  The  Kennedy  Donovan  Center,  University  of  Massachusetts
Medical Center, and long term care facilities for the elderly.  

She considers her biggest employment milestone was being in charge of
the closing of Dever State School. Lee enjoys being an advocate, developing
programs,  and  most  of  all  learning  from  the  people  that  she  serves.  She
continues  to  volunteer  on  two  human  rights  committees  for  adults  with
intellectual disabilities.     

When  not  working,  Lee  enjoys  swimming,  hiking,  knitting,  and
gardening.  She is a member of Wrentham’s Sohoanno Garden Club.  She is
also a member of Sigma Phi Gamma, a national sorority. 

Her newest venture is hand making soap.  This is a very small business
with  2  of  her  friends,  known as  Dancing Bubbles.   This  is  a  very  popular
craft/home business that allows for a wide variety of scents and looks of soap.  

Lee is happy and honored to be a part of Pond Home and we are pleased
to have her here.    

Activity Highlights for September

On the 3rd, which is Labor Day come to the living room for Ice Cream Sundaes 
at 2:00pm        

The Ice Cream Truck will stop by for its September visit on the 5th at about 
3:00pm

Protestant Church Services will take place on the 6th at 10:00am

On the 9th  come cheer on the Patriots in their home opener, which starts at 
1pm.    Will do some exercise while we cheer at 1:30pm and then settle in to 
watch the game.

On the 11th come experience the Drum Circle



Art Matters will be here on the 12th at 2:00pm
On the 14th    Entertainer, “Tony D” will play the accordion player

If you would like to attend St. Mary’s Mass of the Anointing (see Fran to sign 
up) it will take place on the 16th         

Catholic Mass will take place on the 17th at 10:30am

The LEO Club will be going out for lunch on the 18th         

Resident Council is scheduled for the 20th at 10:00    

Our volunteer Jim will be here to play the piano at 11:00am that day 

Entertainer, Gary Leanus will be here on the 21st  at 4:00

Judy will be here to play the piano on the 24th at 11:15     

On the 25th Hollis entertains at 11am

Employee Updates

Congratulations to Sarjo Bah, Certified Nursing 
Assistant who became a US citizen in July.

Best Wishes to Nilsea Arias who got
married in July to Glen Aldana.  We
wish them much happiness.   



Employee Updates continued

Congratulations to Charge Nurse Paddy 
O’Brien who gave birth to her son 
Robert Patrick on August 9, 2018 at 
5:08pm.  He is just adorable and 
weighed 6 lbs. 1.1 ounces and was 20 
inches long at birth.  Mom and baby are 
doing well at home.  

Safety Awareness During Construction
Construction is scheduled to run from 7am to 3pm Monday through Friday.  For
your safety, we request you do not go around the back of the building during 
those hours.  Bill Rex suggested those who enjoy walking can go around the 
front of the building twice during that time!

New Medicare Cards
Those of you who previously had a Medicare card issued using your social 
security number will now be getting a new one issued with a random number 
for improved protection of your private information.  Be sure to let the front 
office make a copy



Learn what you need to know before this year’s Medicare Open 
Enrollment
Please encourage your family to attend to make sure you have the best 
Medicare coverage for your current needs.

Avoiding

Medicare “Gotchas”
September 25, 2018
4 – 5 pm
The Pond Home
Please RSVP to Melissa in the front office 508-384-3531
Do you know what Medicare pays for—and doesn’t pay for? Did you
know you have choices to lower your potential healthcare out-of pocket 
expense?  
Find out what is the best choice for you.  
Find out the potential pitfalls and coverage gaps in Medicare and Medicare plans
by attending this free seminar, designed for boomers and seniors. Given by
Robin Smith, a Licensed Insurance Advisor and Board Certified Patient
Advocate specializing in senior issues, this presentation will allow plenty of time
for questions and answers. 

Know the Benefits and the Limitations of the 
Coverage You Have

 


