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To My Dear Residents; 
What  do we all  want  for  the holidays this  year?   Our renovation and

expansion to be complete!  Thankfully,  we think Phase 1 will  be very near
ready by the end of this year.  That means, if all goes as planned, the nurses
should be able to move into the new space for Christmas!  Phase 2 should be
completed early in 2019.  

Seriously, what do we want for the holidays this year?  We all have so
many gifts to give that cost nothing but our time.  I saw something beautiful the
other day.  Instead of giving presents, be present for the ones you love.  Be
present for each other too.  

There are many of you who would love to share your story with another
resident.   Staff  is  here  to  support  your  living,  but  they  have  multiple
obligations, which often do not allow them to spend time just visiting with each
resident beyond the time it takes to provide the support.  The good news is, in
Pond  Home  you  have  a  built  in  community  of  each  other  to  share  your
experiences with.  

Bring gratitude to your attitude- taking a step back and being thankful for
all you have will make you a happier person.  Happy people draw others to
them, bringing you greater  social  interaction and connections-  which would
make most of us happier people!  (That is what you call a very positive circle).  

Thanks for reading, 

     Becky Annis, Administrator
December Birthdays
Please be sure to wish the following residents a Happy Birthday: 

 

1st ~ Rita Drumm
14th ~ Lorraine Aube



Resident Spotlight
This month’s spotlighted resident is  Joan Patricia DaCruz.  Joan was

born to Margaret and Stanley Vienneau.  She was brought from the hospital to a
two family home in Brighton, Massachusetts.  Her family shared the home with
her aunt, uncle, and their children; Joan’s younger cousins.  Joan was an only
child, but always had her cousins as playmates. Her grandmother, Nanny, also
lived with her.  She was a special influence in Joan’s life, sharing stories of her
childhood in Ireland, filled with Irish fairies!  Nanny’s folklore kept Joan happy
and entertained.  Nanny also shared her love for the Blessed Mother with Joan,
and the practice of nightly Rosary.  

Growing up Joan had many pets over the years.  At an early age she loved
helping  her  mother  care  for  them.   She  thanks  her  mother  for  her  love  of
animals to this day.

Both families and Nanny later moved to Norwood where Joan attended
high  school.   After  graduating  from  Norwood  High  School,  Joan  attended
Bryant and Stratton Secretarial Business School in Boston.   After completing
her year of study as a secretary, Joan held secretarial positions at various local
companies including Bird Machine, Hill Machine, and Beck and Dickenson, a
medical supply company.  Realizing that office work was not what she wanted
to do with the rest of her life,  she began considering other options.  At the
suggestion of her apartment neighbor, she took work cleaning the temporary
housing offered to traveling sales people from The Foxboro Company.  

Joan met her future beloved, Bob in 1967.  He remains the love of her
life.  Bob worked with her father and uncle at W.H. Nichols Company, as a
machinist.  Bob was an outdoorsman who loved fishing.  Joan would happily
go along with him, but not to fish.  She would read or crochet while he fished;
both enjoying each other’s company and the nature around them.  Joan is happy
to report he always threw his fish back in the water; he just enjoyed the effort in
the catch.  He had a soft spot for animals, just like Joan and had a great sense of
humor.  

Joan and Bob married in 1969 at St. Timothy’s Church in Norwood.  After
marrying the couple lived in Foxboro.  At about this time, Joan started her own
cleaning business.  She maintained this business and a steady supply of clients
until her retirement.  

They purchased land in Unity, New Hampshire where they built a cottage
in 1984. Joan named the cottage Holly’s Hill in honor of her cat, given to her
by Bob for Christmas one year.   



Bob passed away in 1991, after 22 years of wedded bliss.  Joan shares that
her  cousin  Kathy,  good  friends,  and  her  strong  faith  are  what  brought  her
through this difficult time.  

Joan remained in her Norwood home for 61 years.  She knew it was time
to make a change and started looking at her options.  A friend had recently
moved to Pond Home, so she checked it  out and liked what she saw.  She
moved to Pond Home in July of 2018 and has enjoyed making new friends and
the  experiences  that  her  new  home  in  Wrentham  brings.   She  shares  that
meeting Patches really sealed the deal that this was the right home for her.

Joan has many hobbies.  She loves the peace and sounds of the ocean, and
nature in general.  Joan loves flowers and gardening.  This can be seen here at
Pond Home as she has a small jungle of beautiful potted plants.  

Joan has always enjoyed art and learning different art forms.  Over the
years she took up stained
glass  artistry.   With  this
skill,  she  created  a
manger  set  her  family
cherishes.  When she was
younger  she  learned  to
love water color painting.
She  continues  perfecting
her  skills  to  this  day,  as
she  attends  a  weekly
painting  class  at
Westwood  Senior  Center
with her cousin Kathy.

We are thankful this
fun  loving  woman  with
an easy smile joined us. 
Employee Spotlight

This month we are spotlighting
Certified  Nursing  Assistant
Samantha  Salvas.   You may  recall
from  last  month,  that  Samantha’s
mother, Kerry  Nastasia  also  works
here as a Certified Nursing Assistant.

Samantha shares that she began
her  work  career  at  age  15  ½,  when



she got her  first  job working at  Dunkin Donuts.   She remained there  for  a
decade, only leaving in May of this year to begin work at Pond Home. While at
Dunkin Donuts she earned her CNA license at the age of 21.  Prior to joining
the team at Pond Home she had provided private duty care in people’s homes
and at assisted living facilities in the area.  

Now, in addition to her work Pond Home she is a full time student at
South Eastern Technical Institute in Easton, Massachusetts.  She is on schedule
to graduate in June of 2019.  At that time she will be eligible to take her LPN
licensing exam.  

She is the older sister to 5 little brothers and 2 little sisters.  She loves
them all, even when they drive her crazy!  When not working, going to school,
or hanging out with her family she loves to read.  Stephen King Novels are her
favorites.  She also enjoys hiking on nature trails.  

Samantha  lives  in  Attleboro  with  her  boyfriend, Garrett,  of  six  years.
They share their home with their two cats, Ninja and Ginger.  

She likes to travel and explore new places each summer.  In the past she
and  her  girlfriends  drove  to  Bloomington,  Minnesota  to  go  to  the  Mall  of
America.  Last summer the whole family drove to Florida to visit theme parks.
Samantha knows the value of making memories with loved ones.  

We are  glad  Samantha  joined Pond Home’s  caregivers  in  February  of
2018.  We wish her well as she works towards her next level of care giving.  

Activity Highlights for December

On the 4th plan to stay a little longer in the dining room enjoying Skye, who 
will be playing the harp  in the main dining room today

Protestant Church Service will take place on the 6th at 10:00

The Resident/Family Holiday Party will take place on the 7th.  We will begin 
with the tree lighting in Blooming Corner and move into the living room for 
entertainment and snacks.  

On the 11th The LEO Club will have a pizza party.

Judy will be here to play the piano on the 14th at 4:00pm



Catholic Mass will take place on the 17th at 10:30am

Also on the 17th Golden Opportunity Dogs will be visiting 

On the 20th Resident Council is scheduled

Jim the Piano Man will be in on the 20th at 3:00 

On Christmas Day, the 25th we will have a coffee social at 2:00pm in the 
afternoon for residents.  Please invite family members if you would like.

On the 26th Hollis will be here to entertain.  

On the 31st we will have a New Year’s Eve party with Jolene 2:00  LR

New Medicare Cards
Those of you who previously had a Medicare card issued using your social 
security number will now be getting a new one issued with a random number 
for improved protection of your private information.  Be sure to let the front 
office make a copy.  According to the CDC web site all residents from 
Massachusetts should have received their new Medicare cards or at least a 
notice of their new number.  

Talk to us before buying or bringing in please
Please be aware, with heating season upon us, due to Department of Public 
Health guidelines, any resident wanting to have a humidifier/air purifier or 
other such device in their room should first speak to the front office to 
understand the cleaning requirements to
ensure it is being used in a way that will
not endanger your health or the health of
others.   

Everyone who calls may not be who they
say they are
Several residents have shared that they
have received calls from a stranger
pretending to be a family member in



distress.  Sadly, this is a common scam that has been around for years.  The best
response is to hang up on them and let your family or staff know about the call. 
No one should ever be asking you for personal information over the phone.  

You are invited to:

Tree lighting in Blooming Corner &
Resident Holiday Party

on
Dec. 7th 2018 at 4:00pm


