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To My Dear Residents; 
Over Memorial Day weekend my family and I planted our vegetable 

garden in the back yard.  It is a ritual we do about this time, every year.  Some 
years we have great success and end up with an overabundance of tomatoes, 
beans, and cucumbers.  Other years, we watch the zucchini and other 
vegetables wither or rot on the vine due to weather conditions or bugs that 
arrive on the scene.  

This year I was struck by the fact that it is a leap of faith to plant a 
vegetable garden.  We begin with planting seeds in March.  By the end of May 
whatever germinated has its second set of leaves and we are ready to plant them 
into the earth.  I can already taste the fresh tomatoes that we should be enjoying 
by August.

Did you know for the past few years Pond Home has also had a vegetable 
garden?  We are lucky enough to get to use a part of the community garden 
space at Pond Meadow.  The kitchen staff, led by Alisha G., decides what will 
be planted, gets the plants from a local farm, and gets them in the ground.  She, 
along with adult volunteers from the HMEA Program help keep the plants 
watered and weeded.  This year we are growing tomatoes, cucumbers, herbs, 
and other vegetables.  So, get ready to enjoy some home-grown vegetables.  

Thanks for reading, 

     Becky Annis, Administrator
June Birthday
Please be sure to wish the following residents a Happy Birthday: 

 12th ~ Ann Stockwell
 16th ~ Ellen Barrow    
 24th ~ Helen Robbins 
 30th ~ Phyllis Innes



 Resident Spotlight
 This month’s spotlighted 
resident is Stella Walsh.  She 
was born outside of Bristol, 
England, on January 7, 1924; 
Little Christmas.  Because of 
this, her parents named her 
Stella, which means star.   She 
was the youngest of three born 
to the Bridges’ family.  She has 
an older brother, Vivian and an 
older sister, Valerie. She was in 
her late teens and early twenties 
during World War II and has 
vivid memories of life lived as 
normally as possible, during 
wartime.  
Her father was Chief of Police 
for her area of Bristol.  With 
that position, came a house, 

connected to the Police Station!  This served as their area’s bomb shelter during 
night time raids; which occurred frequently.

Their home was near an air craft factory.  One night the Germans bombed 
it.  Stella remembers the planes were flying so low, you could read their 
markings.  Spitfires responded and there was a dog fight above their heads!

After graduating from high school, Stella went to Commercial School to 
learn shorthand, typing, and stenography.   Once that training was completed 
she got a job in the office of a corset factory, which was in walking or biking 
distance from her home.  Part of her responsibilities each day was to unlock the 
office.  One morning, after a particularly close bombing raid, she got to the 
office with the key in hand, and found the door had been blown across the 
street!  Like everyone else in England, she joined the auxiliary and was trained 
to ride with ambulances as an attendant in emergencies.  

She met her future husband, a member of the U.S. Air Force, Jim Walsh, 
through her cousin.  The cousin, Diane, was keen on another Air Force 
member, who Jim was friends with, so they planned a double date.  Both she 
and Jim were reluctant to be set-up, but their meeting blossomed into a 



romance, while the other couple’s faded.  Jim was ten years her senior, a devout 
Catholic, and a wonderful man.  

About a year after they first began dating, the war ended and Jim was sent 
state side.  It took about a year to get things in order on both ends so that Stella 
could come to visit him and his family where they lived outside of Boston.  
Initially, Stella came over on a 90 day visa, hoping that she and Jim would still 
feel the same way about each other, even after the long separation.  She was 
just 22 years old.  If they didn’t get married within 90 days she would have to 
leave, and she figured she would have had a nice vacation, if nothing else.

Happily, they still felt the same way about each other.  As she was a 
member of the Church of England, and not allowed to be married in a Catholic 
Church, they were married in the rectory of Jim’s church, where a priest could 
still officiate.  By then, Jim’s parents had passed away and left the family home 
in Walpole to their children.  Stella and Jim moved in there, joining Jim’s 
brother and sister-in-law, who already lived there.   Most of the first few years 
of their marriage, Stella and Jim traveled for Jim’s job with the gas company.  
He was trained as a tree surgeon.  The gas company hired him to look for signs 
of leaks, based on the effects a natural gas leak would have on trees.  

They bought a travel trailer and went all the way down the east coast to 
Georgia.  While living on the road, their first child, Jim, Jr. was born.  Their 
daughter, Bridget came next, born in Western Massachusetts.  By the time 
Stella was due with their third child, they agreed it was time to settle down in 
Walpole.  

As luck would have it, the Town of Walpole was in need of a Tree 
Commissioner.  Jim got the job and remained there until his retirement.  This is 
where they raised their growing family.  Kathleen was the 3rd child, then John, 
Maureen, Eileen, Diane, and Dan.  There is an eighteen year range between her 
eight children!  Stella admits, while she loves all her children dearly, she found 
the teen years challenging, especially the boys.  Sadly, Jim died at just 65 years 
old, the result of a bad heart.  

Once the kids were out of the house Stella decided she wanted to do 
something.  She had enough of cooking and caring for children, so knew that 
was not her interest.  She took a position at the local library stacking books.  
She ended up loving the position and was given more and more responsibility 
in the 22 years she worked at the Walpole Library.  

She converted to Catholicism and joined the choir at Blessed Sacrament 
Church.  She enjoyed singing in the choir for many years.  She was also 
involved in fund raising so that the church could establish a school.  As part of 



the fund raising effort, they would hold talent shows and amateur drama events.  
Stella has ‘a flair for drama’ and would sing, tap dance, and act as needed.  It 
was a successful effort.  

Stella has always enjoyed flowers and gardening.  She has knitted 
children’s items for years.  She recently finished a beautiful white sweater for 
herself.  

The family remains close and get together frequently, despite some being 
a distance away.  In addition to her children, Stella’s family now includes 15 
grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren, with another due at the end of 2019.  
They will all be getting together this month in New Hampshire for her son Jim 
and his wife’s 50th wedding anniversary celebration.  Her family also includes 
fellow resident Jane Walsh, who is a cousin by marriage.  

We are happy Stella has found herself at Pond Home, where she moved in 
April of this year.  She is a friendly woman who will add much to our 
community.

Activity Highlights for June
 On the 5th get ready for cute animals from Farm Visits at 3:00pm
 
Protestant Church services will be held on the 6th at 10:00am
 
Music Therapy will take place on the 7th at 11:30am

The LEO Club has chosen an outing to McDonald’s on the 11th         

Come pick your treat from the ice cream truck on the 13th 3:00pm
 
On the 14th Sheila and Tom will be here to entertain at 4:00pm

Catholic Mass takes place on the 17th at 10:30am

Resident Council will take place on the 20th at 10:00am
 
The Golden Opportunities Dogs will be here on the 24th at 11:00am  

Thanks to Pond Home’s sponsorship & team fundraising of their 5K, HESSCO 
is hosting an ice cream social here on the 26th at 2:30pm to say thank you
 


