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Resident spotlight

This month’s spotlighted resident is Barbara Negus. Barbara was born in Attleboro, 
Massachusetts, the only child of the Hale family.  She laughs that she never moved far from her 
birthplace, but moved often, beginning in infancy.  Her family moved to Plainville while she 
was a baby, and later to North Attleboro where she attended and graduated from high school.  
She recalls enjoying math in school.  

During High School, Barbara worked for the Evan’s Case Company in North Attleboro.  
She worked in the office, part-time, as a clerk.  The company made beautiful handbags, lighters, 
and other accessories.    

Barbara met her first husband, Elton Franklin, through his sister.  The girls attended high 
school together.  Elton was a few years older and had just been honorably discharged from the 
Navy after WWII.  Barbara first saw Elton standing outside a pool hall.   

They dated and the relationship clicked.  They married in North Attleboro in 1948. They 
built a home in Plainville.  Soon Barbara and Elton welcomed Elizabeth, known as Beth, their 
beloved daughter.   

Sadly, Elton passed away in 1973, just shy of their 25th wedding anniversary.  By then, 
Beth was at Boston University, a freshman, on her way to a degree in nursing. 

Finding herself a very young widow with a child in college, Barbara took various 
positions with the King Philip School System.  She eventually became the Secretary to the 
Superintendent.  While there, she made many close friendships but more about that later. 



About six years after Elton passed, Barbara reconnected with a longtime acquaintance, 
Walter Fink, who was 10 years her senior.  She had known Walter her entire life.  He was 
divorced with two children Elaine and Bob.  They began dating and eventually married.  Walter 
passed away in 1992.  She remains close to his two children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren.   
 Les Negus, the man who is now her husband of 25 years, was her first paperboy when 
she lived in Plainville!  That was not the last time this younger man’s path crossed with 
Barbara’s.  When she worked at King Phillip High School, Les’s wife, Roberta, taught English 
and Latin.  Roberta and Barbara became good friends often doing things together after work.   
 Les and Roberta, as well as Barbara all attended the same church.  After Roberta passed 
away Les and Barbara reconnected.  She shares that one fall afternoon she was outside her 
ranch home getting leaves out of the gutters when Les drove by.  He asked her what she was 
doing.  From that day on, he took over that task, and they began dating.  They married on 
September 2, 1994.  Having just celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary this is the longest, by 
month, Barbara has been married.  They made their home in Mansfield.   
 Les had just retired early from the Foxboro Company when they were first married.  
Shortly after he was asked to do consulting for a Swiss Company that had been a friendly 
competitor of the Foxboro Company.  For his consulting work, he made several trips to 
Switzerland and Barbara got to go with him.  They both found they had the travel bug and 
enjoyed many trips together.  They traveled throughout the United States and Europe.  Barbara 
particularly loved the riverboat cruises they went on. 
 Les has a son, Russell, who lives next door to their Mansfield home.  Russell has two 
sons, Mitchell and Christopher.     
 Barbara’s daughter, Beth, has since retired from a rewarding career as a nurse.  She is 
married to her husband, Karl, and they travel between homes in Florida and Maine.  They have 
two sons, Barbara’s grandchildren, Aron and Mikael.  Both grandchildren are married and have 
two children each, so Barbara has four great grandchildren.   
 Barbara has been blessed with the opportunity to love three husbands.  She is thankful for 
the warm relationships she has developed with her stepchildren.   
 Barbara enjoys doing crosswords and reading just about anything, but particularly 
mysteries, romance, and anything written by Diana Palmer.  She is thankful for all she has in 
life and hopes to continue to get stronger.   
 Barbara moved to Pond Home in August 2019 and added her light and friendly smile to 
our home.   
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Employee Spotlight   
Jacqueline Quartarone  
What do you like about working at Pond Home – Everything- Love the residents, the staff, the home-
like atmosphere. Everyone is very down to earth, very laid-back place everyone works well together no 
matter which department they are from, it’s my HAPPY PLACE! I live in Norfolk with my husband 
and one son that is still at home. I married my high school sweetheart and just celebrated 30 years this 
past September. I am fortunate to have three healthy children a 27year old son – Alexander, who is an 
artist and works at Mystic Scenic studios Inc. in Norwood, a 25 years old Daughter -Victoria, who is a 
nurse at Urgent Care in North Attleboro and recently became engaged to her longtime boyfriend this 
past August. They are planning for a Fall 2020 wedding! And finally, our youngest son – 20-year-old 
Harrison who is in his second year at Mass Bay Community College for criminal justice and is seeking 
a career as a law enforcement officer in the future to serve and protect. Finally, we have our Boxer, 
Grace-Kelly. Who is spoiled rotten by all! We all try to get together as a family as much as possible 
when the time allows between our many different jobs and school responsibilities. Before becoming a 
nurse over 28 years ago, I worked as a licensed cosmetologist during the day and a nursing assistant at 
night. This is when I fell in love with wanting to be a nurse. I went back to school at Quincy College 
School of Nursing for my nursing license and as they say the rest is history…… 
_____________________________________________________________________________               

To My Dear Residents;  
 A recent article published by Harvard Medical School titled, “Giving Thanks Can Make You 
Happier”, reports the findings of two psychologists who have done research on gratitude.  Being 
grateful makes us healthier and happier.  So, you could say- Be selfish, spend some time on gratitude! 

The researchers found even reviewing memories of your life and thinking of how grateful you 
are to have lived it will have this happy effect on your overall being.  It also works if you take a 
moment each day to be grateful for what you now have in your life.  It really is easy to do, when you 
realize safe shelter, good plumbing, and abundant food makes us all more blessed than many in this 
world.   

So, in this season of giving, give yourself the gift of happiness, by taking the time each day to 
think about what you are grateful for in your world.  I am grateful having each of you in my world.   

Thanks for reading,  

        Becky Annis, Administrator 

Life Lessons…  

Don’t miss love. Everyone on this journey we call life should have an experience of love. It ultimately 
doesn’t matter who or whom or for how long you live. It just matters you do. Don’t miss it. Don’t take 
the journey without it. 

 Lee Arietta 

       

Welcome Home!
When passing by in the dining room or hallways



     Please stop by and say “HELLO” and welcome 
                         your new neighbors

                        !        !
                                Adrianne Ciapciak Roy Ciapciak 

                         !        !                   
                                      Margaret DeVito                         Irene Atkinson  

                       
                                                    Also new is your piano… 

                                     !
                                               Barbara is the first to play the new piano!
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                   Mark your calendar Activity Highlights for December 

4th  Resident/family/staff holiday party 4:00  

5th  Protestant church service 10:00 

10th  Annual Board meeting 9:00 

12th  Holiday party at Senior center  
leaving at 11:30 returning around 1:30 – See Fran to sign up 

13th  Entertainer, Gary Leanues at 4:00  

14th  NEADS dogs visit 10:00 

15th Laura piano player Christmas carols at 3:00 

16th Catholic Mass 10:30  

18th  Girl scout troop #394 caroling at 5:30  

19th  Resident council meeting at 9:45  

20th  Silvertones entertain at 3:00  

25th Holiday coffee social at 2:00  

26th Ice cream social at 3:00  

30th  Golden Opportunity dogs 

31st  New Year’s Eve day party with Doug Robinson entertains at 2:00 


