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Resident spotlight

This month’s spotlighted resident is 
Jacqueline Sullivan.  While Jackie has 
only lived at Pond Home since August of 
this year, she has been ‘in the 
neighborhood’ living at Pond Meadow 
for 17 years.  She was born in the village 
of Ossining, New York, where Sing-Sing 
Maximum Correctional Facility is 
located.   She is the only child of the John 
and Thelma Logan.  She is the second 
generation of her family in this country, 
as her grandparents were from Sweden 
and Ireland.  
When she was young, her father worked 

seasonally in a position that would now be called a concierge for various resorts, including 
Briarcliff Manor in New York, The Breakers in Florida, and The Balsams in New 
Hampshire.  Each time he moved; the family relocated with him.  

When the US entered WWII, The Breakers was converted to a hospital.  Looking for 
a new position, the Logan’s relocated to Dorchester where Jackie’s mother had grown up.



Her father took a position with the NY-New Haven- Hartford line of the railroad. 
Jackie was 10 when they settled in Dorchester.  She graduated from Dorchester High School 
for Girls and went on to Fay Secretarial School on Beacon Street in Boston.  That was back 
in the day when the students had to wear stockings, gloves, and a hat to school.  

After completing her schooling, she took a position at the Provident Institution for 
Savings.  She and a group of co-workers used to coordinate their coffee breaks.  That is 
where she met her future husband, Robert Sullivan, who had started working there right 
after graduating from Boston College.  Bob was also an only child.

Bob and Jackie married in 1957.  Jackie had a maid of honor and three bridesmaids at 
her wedding.  She shares all are still alive, and they have remained friends 60+ years later.  

The couple initially lived in an apartment in Arlington, MA, later a home in 
Stoughton, MA, and finally a home in Westwood where they raised their family.  Their son, 
Robert Michael called Mike, came first and two years later their daughter, Kathleen Ann, 
arrived.  Jackie loved everything about being a mother to Mike and Kathy.  She enjoyed 
planning meals and cooking for the family as well. 

Bob loved to golf.  They combined visits to Jackie’s parents, who had retired to 
Florida, with opportunities for Bob to enjoy time on the golf course during vacations.  Bob 
retired from his career in banking at 61 years old.  Jackie says they enjoyed 10 wonderful 
years of retirement before Bob was diagnosed with lung Cancer.  He passed away at age 72; 
after almost 45 years of marriage.

Mike and his wife, Martha, live in Westport, MA.  Kathy and her husband, Kreus, 
live in Georgia.  They each have two children, a boy and a girl, in that order.  So, Jackie has 
four grandchildren, Gabe, Molly, Danny, and Erin.  She also has one great granddaughter 
who is six years old named Madison.

Jackie moved to The Community at Pond Meadow when her son lived in the area.  In 
the 17 years she lived there, she was an active member of the Barn Committee, planning 
their social activities, and even represented the residents at Board meetings.  

Jackie shares she always enjoys being there for her family, helping in any way she 
can support them.  We are thankful this friendly woman has joined our home.  

Employee Spotlight   
Jennifer Devine

    I am really enjoying working in the activity 
department here at Pond Home. The residents and 
staff have all made me feel so welcome! Everyone is 
so friendly! Working here has been a refreshing 
change from working in nursing homes for the last 17 
years. I so enjoy my time spent keeping the residents 
active! I am originally from North Kingstown, R.I. I 
lived there with my parents William and Kathleen, 
my brothers, Bill and Ted, and my sister Melissa. My 
father worked for New England Telephone Company 
and got transferred to Camden, Maine in 1973 where 
we lived for 7 years. While living in Camden I got to 



enjoy cross country and downhill skiing, dance lessons in tap, ballet, and jazz as well as being a 
member of the 4 H club. Our family moved back to R.I. in 1980 as I was going into my freshman 
year at North Kingstown high school.  After graduation I attended URI where I earned my 
bachelor’s degree in biology. After graduation from college I worked at R.I. Analytical Laboratory 
in Warwick, R.I. for a short time. I then became a certified nursing assistant and worked for a 
homecare agency and at Scalabrini Nursing home in North Kingstown. I moved to Norton, Ma in 
2000 where I first worked in a scheduling office for nurses and CNA’s. A short while later I got 
my first activities position at the Maples nursing home here in Wrentham. I have worked in other 
nursing homes in activities which include; Madonna Manor in North Attleboro, Epoch of Norton, 
and the Taunton nursing home. I moved to Taunton in 2016 and continued working at the Taunton 
nursing home until it’s closing this year. It is fitting that I live in Taunton on as my family settled 
here from County Cork, Ireland back in the late 1800’s. 
My hobbies include, scrap booking, watercolor painting, and playing the clarinet. 
  

To My Dear Residents

In November, seven Pond Home employees attended an all-day training on positivity and 
teamwork.  It was called Exceptional Team Members: Grow Your Talents, Expand Your Mindset, 
and Love the Work You Do.  From all accounts it was well received, and these seven employees 
feel lucky to have attended this training.  We all benefit from their renewed enthusiasm and focus 
for the important work they do to support you and the running of your home.

Joanne, our Staff Educator/Nurse Manager, was so taken by one aspect of the day long 
training that she came back and shared it with all the employees during our monthly trainings in 
December.  This training encouraged us all to take the Complaint Free Challenge.  You may see 
some of us walking around with purple bracelets on our wrists.  This is to remind us to avoid 
complaining just to have something to say.  

Of course, complaining is important and useful, if it is done constructively and to the person 
or people who can help make the change or respond to the concern.  That was part of the training 
too.  

It is such a common human trait, to fill the quiet we share gripes about the weather, traffic, 
or other such common annoyance.  This training points out that when we do this, we create 
negativity in our brain.  So, here is my challenge to all of us – choose to point out common 
positives this month and you just might find it uplifts you as much as the others around you.  

May your 2020 be a wonderful one. 
Thanks for reading, 

     Becky Annis, Administrator

  
Life Lessons… 
Happiness comes from seeing ourselves as being ok, just as we are, today without comparison to 
others. Without reference to the way we were or the way we fear we will be. 

Lee Arietta



A year ago….
            The new nursing section had not been finished yet!                   

                                

               Time fly’s make the most of it!

       Welcome Home!
   When passing by the dining room or hallways
   Please stop by and say “HELLO” and welcome 

    Your new neighbor       
          Joyce Annis 



                   Mark your calendar Activity Highlights for January

1st Holiday Coffee social, 2:00 LR 

2nd Protestant church service 10:00 LR

9th   Flower arranging with Lee, 10:00 CR

10th Gary Leanus entertains, 4:00 LR

15th Art Matters, 2:00 LR 

16th Resident Council, 9:45 LR

20th Catholic Mass, 10:30 LR

21st LEI = Let’s Eat In (Chinese lunch see Fran) 

28th Golden Opportunity dogs  

28th    PJ and pancake day!

30th Memorial Service, 11:00 LR 


